
              CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  April 2018 

This Report summarises the main Parish Meeting matters from the last six months. As 
usual I will highlight only the main elements at the Meeting itself, but if you would like to 
know more about any of the matters, please let me know. 

 
1. Community Events: 

 
1.1  Our Xmas Fair raised £2931 almost exactly the same as the previous year. 

Paid entrances were up 16%. As always so many people in the Village made 
a contribution to the success of the event.  
 
After three years Jayne Butcher has decided to take a well-earned rest from 
organising it and she leaves with grateful thanks for all her past efforts. 
Collecting stall-holders usually starts in the Spring so if we are to run a Fair in 
2018 a willing volunteer to take on leadership will be needed pretty soon 

 
1.2  Planning is now underway on this year’s Open Gardens event. Alison 

Russell is leading with a happy band of supporters and volunteers 
 

1.3 Christmas Carols at the Peacock were well attended. Apologies to those 
within earshot of my singing!! 

 
2. Planning 

 
2.1. Permissions:  A busy period with a number of applications submitted since the 

last meeting above and beyond the usual tree works 
2.1.1 A plan to build an extension on the back of Upper Common was 
approved 
2.1.2 A new garage and associated works was approved at Oak Tree 
Cottage 
2.1.3 Extension work at the rear of The Cottage in Parsonage Lane was  
Approved 
2.1.4 Small works in the front porch at The Grange were approved. 
2.1.5 A decision on a proposal to build a new house next to the Red House 
in Parsonage Lane is awaited 

3. Data Protection 
 
Since the last Village meeting I have, as we agreed, signed us up for the agency service 
agreement to manage this on our behalf. Good news is that the annual fee has been 
reduced again to £40. Your Treasurer and I will soon participate in the audit phase 
looking at what data we collect and how we manage it. 
 

4. Village Maintenance: 
 

a. Peacock Posts: Suffolk Highways have been approached again following the 
virtual disappearance of the bank they created last year rather than the posts 
we had requested. We may hear more from Robert Lindsay at the meeting 



b. Bridge and Verge maintenance. I am just about to issue a tender for the 
work. It will not include the churchyard as the PCC have decided to retain their 
existing supplier 
 

5    Consultations 
 
I circulated details of consultations on the Boundary Commission proposals for new 
Babergh Council constituencies and a proposal to merge Babergh and mid-Suffolk 
Councils. On your behalf I also responded unenthusiastically to a proposition from 
Suffolk Highways that they save money by getting Parish Councils to undertake and pay 
for small highway maintenance  
 
 
David Butcher 
April 2018 


