
MINUTES OF CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING FRIDAY 20th APRIL 2017 

Present:  David Butcher, Julie Partridge, Dain Keating, County Councillor Robert 
Lindsay, District Councillor Clive Arthey,  Alison Russell, Christine Julian,  Kevin & 
Janet Gooding, David Hammond, Philip Lancaster,  Andrew & Edwina Brash, Mark 
Keating,  John & Bridget Ramsay, Roger Partridge,  Angela Ellis, Kit Bird,  Jayne 
Butcher,  Michael & Sheila Harvey, Sandra Armitage, Jackie Kidby, Peter & Linda 
Kievenaar, Robin Gardener, Lizzie Howarth, Carol Sugden  
Apologies:   Olga Lancaster, Cara Bird, Ann Lockwood, Philip Mutton, Steve Kidby, 
Roger Partridge. George and Ros Harrington, Elio and Sue DeSabata, David and 
Lynne Castles and Sally and Tim Wharton 
 
1. Welcomes and Farewells 
 
The Chairman welcomed newcomers to the village, Sally and Tim Wharton (The Old 
Manor) 

 
2. Minutes and Matters Arising of the previous meeting:  
 
 Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Philip Lancaster, seconded by Angela 
Ellis and unanimously passed. The only change was to the date at the top which 
should have read November 17 2017.  There were no matters arising. 
 
3.  Suffolk Police update   
 
In the absence of PC Robert Sippitt this report did not take place. 
 

4. Report from County Councillor Robert Lindsay:   
School bus cuts 
This plan first emerged in August and a decision has not yet been made. By 
delaying consultation, our group gave time for parents and school heads to 
voice their concerns. At the last full council we backed a motion for it to be 
given a full debate at full council but this was voted down. Cabinet are due to 
make a decision in June and I hope they will have listened to the many 
representations from parents, teachers and councillors like myself. 
Highways reshuffle, potholes 
Shortly after I was elected, Highways was completely restructured. The idea 
was to integrate staff at Kier, the company with the contract to repair our 
roads, with county staff. Under the new structure, rather than contacting 
individual officers for an area, parish councils and individuals and councillors 
must contact a central service centre. Though this is in some ways frustrating it 
does mean that they have a proper record of reports and jobs and can monitor 
them better. The reshuffle however, cannot disguise the fact that highways do 
not have enough money to do all the work that they have done in the past. 
For example, Highways are only repairing holes above a certain size that they 
know could result in damage to a vehicle and hence a claim. Smaller ones, 
even if nearby, are being left. It is important to report potholes on the website. 
If someone’s vehicle is damaged from a smaller pothole then a claim can still 



be made if the pothole has not been repaired. If you do not get a response to 
online reports, please do take them up with me to escalate. 
Leaders group 
Four cabinet committees were set up in September. These committees are 
“advisory” to cabinet only. At the meeting at which they were set up I pushed 
hard for them to be held in public rather than in secret as was the plan. 
Although this was resisted by the administration, the cabinet has promised to 
review this after 12 months. Later in the new year, it emerged that there is a 
Public Sector Leaders group which also meets in private and makes spending 
decisions over millions of pounds. After public pressure from me, they invited 
the media to their last meeting this month and they are now reviewing the 
way it is governed. 
Budget 
It is not pleasant to have to report that the removal of revenue support grant 
for the county council has left a hole in its budget for the 2018/19 year, even 
after it has raised its precept by the 5% maximum it is allowed. This is being 
met by a host of cuts across various services and a small amount from 
reserves. 
Pension fund 
I have asked for a report at the next pension committee on the risk of the 
pension fund’s exposure to fossil fuel assets. The Governor of the Bank of 
England has warned about this. 
Cycling and walking 
After I pressed at the care Health and Wellbeing committee for investment in 
infrastructure for cycling and walking, the cabinet has appointed a cycling 
champion amongst them Robin Millar but there is as yet no commitment for 
funding. 
 
Chelsworth 
I am in dialogue with highways about the issue of the eroded bund – designed 
to protect some privately-owned railings - opposite the Peacock. The offered 
solution at the moment would seem to be reflectors on the fence or planters 
maintained at parish expense. Since it is not an official car park, highways 
could grass it over completely so no cars can park there. 
Unitary 
In the past few weeks the county council leader Colin Noble has decided to 
employ a think-tank to look at potentially creating one unitary authority in 
Suffolk. This has not gone down well with the heads of district and borough 
authorities, including Babergh, who have all written to him to complain. My 
belief is unitaries in general are a good idea to increase accountability. But I 
would be concerned about the remoteness of a single authority based in 
Ipswich compared to say 2, 3, or 4 more local unitaries across Suffolk, that 
would be closer to the people they are making the decisions about. 
May I wish Chelsworth residents well for the remainder of 2018 and I look 
forward to continue working with you. 
During questions about the potholes ignored by the Highways Department, Robert 
admitted that there was a funding issue but encouraged members to report 



omissions to him. Regarding the damage to his property by cars parking in front of 
the pub Robert's suggestion of reflectors on the railings or planters maintained at 
parish expense was rejected by Kevin Gooding.  Philip Lancaster raised the problem 
of tyre ruts across the patch of grass in front of the Mackies, due to the demolition of 
one of the posts and the Chairman agreed to look into a replacement post. 
 
4.  Report from District Councillor Clive Arthey: 
 
Joint Working and Partnerships 
I have used the same heading as last year, but the way things have moved on  
perhaps it should be Babergh/Mid Suffolk merger. You will remember how  
Suffolk councils are working together as pairs. The pairings at Waveney and  
Suffolk Coastal in the east, and St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath in the west  
both applied for full merger to create East and West Suffolk Councils. That  
involves dissolving the two existing councils and creating a new one for the  
combined administrative area. You may remember a proposal for Babergh and  
Mid Suffolk to merge was the subject of a referendum in 2011, which was  
supported by a majority of Mid Suffolk residents, but rejected by Babergh. Things 
have moved on a bit since then, with both councils now operating a 'Cabinet'  
system where strategic decisions are no longer made by politically balanced  
committees or the full Council. It seemed we no longer required a referendum,  
and Cabinet members could make the decision to dissolve the Council and  
create a new one. There was concern amongst councillors about how we had  
arrived at a situation where the Leader and six like minded councillors could  
ignore the referendum result and commit the Council to dissolve itself. A  
telephone survey was carried out to inform Cabinet's decision, but councillors  
have now secured an undertaking that a new referendum must take place before  
full merger. This also gives the opportunity for further consideration of a 'unitary  
option' for local government in Suffolk. 
Move to Endeavour House, Ipswich 
After a slight delay, Babergh and Mid Suffolk councils completed their move to  
Suffolk County Council headquarters building, Endeavour House in Ipswich, at  
the end of last year. I remain concerned about the future use of the Hadleigh  
buildings and the impact on Hadleigh businesses who benefitted from such a  
large employer so close to the town centre. Proposals have now been drawn up  
for conversion and redevelopment to provide housing. 
District Electoral Review 
Babergh had asked for a reduction from 43 councillors down to 31. After  
consultation on the initial proposals last year, the Boundary Commission has now 
recommended 32 councillors, with Chelsworth in the proposed  South East  
Cosford ward grouped with Aldham, Elmsett, Lindsey, Nedging, Naughton,  
Kersey, Semer, Wattisham and Whatfield. The new wards will be in place for the  
2019 district elections. 
Council Tax 
You will have received your Council Tax Bills for 2018-19 and will doubtless have 
noticed the largest increase in recent years. Suffolk County Council's element  
has increased by 5% to £1242.54 for a band D dwelling, Suffolk Police up 6.8%  



to £188.82, Babergh up 3.25% to £158.86 and Chelsworth Parish up 2.3% to  
£10.93. 
Local Plan 
First consultation on the new Joint Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk took  
place last year. The proposals for Chelsworth include a new settlement boundary 
to take in recent approvals. Chelsworth is included in the 'Hinterland Villages'  
category which identifies the village as supporting the 'Core' village of Bildeston.  
Suggested growth options in the draft plan for Hinterland Villages range from 5%  
to 15%, but this is a total across the district and does not have to be  
accommodated proportionally. There will be further consultation this year before  
an Examination in Public, and adoption of the plan in 2019. 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
CIL was introduced last year and is a levy on new development. We have now  
adopted a CIL Framework document  to set out the way the scheme will operate.  
CIL contributions will be distributed as follows: 5% to administer the scheme,  
15% to parish (25% for parishes with Neighbourhood Plans), remainder to be  
split 80% / 20% between Local Infrastructure and Strategic Infrastructure. This  
should provide a significant local 'pot' from which Parish Councils (and other local 
providers) can apply for funding. Proposals may well be able to combine any  
remaining S106 monies, parish CIL and district CIL. 
Waste and Recycling 
Plastics recycling hit the national press with stories of collected recyclables being 
rejected. China had announced that from January 2018 it would no longer accept 
mixed plastics or fibre (paper and cardboard) with contamination levels greater  
than 1.5%, and Waitrose announced it would be phasing out black plastic trays  
because they were not being recycled. The Suffolk Waste Partnership can  
reassure residents that we are amongst the best in the country with both  
mechanical and manual sorting to remove contamination before these sorted  
materials are sold on to re-processors in the UK and abroad, including China.  
Our collection and sorting arrangements can successfully recycle all of the plastic 
bottles, pots, tubs and trays from the blue bins, including black items. We are  
confident it is sorted to the highest standards, but removing contamination costs  
us money so please make sure you put the right things in your blue bin, and they are 
clean, dry and loose. 
Electric Vehicles 
Babergh has installed its first charging point for electric vehicles at the Kingfisher  
car park in Sudbury. 
 
6. Treasurer's Report : Julie Partridge 
 
For the year ending 31 March 2018 our income came from the precept of £900 we 
also earned 68p of bank interest. 
We accounted for the purchase of the defibrillator and cabinet which is now a village 
asset, this was entirely financed by generous grants and donations from the British 
Heart Foundation, The Parochial Charity Trust and the Trustees of the Village Hall. 
Expenditure included the regular items, SALC subscription, insurance, cost of 
emptying the litter bins and strimming as well as maintenance of the website at £15 
per month. 



One off payments were made for the purchase of the TV rights to the Anglia TV 
production, Portrait of a Village which amounted to £75 and is hosted on our website, 
this expenditure was agreed at the Parish Meeting. David also attended a briefing 
about the new data protection rules for which a charge of £26.40 was incurred. 
We had an overall surplus for the year of £216.34 and at 31 March 2018 we were 
holding funds in the bank totalling £2,067.68. 
She thanked Christine Julian for auditing the accounts this year. Christine has 
confirmed that these are in order and the income and expenditure are all 
documented and reconciled against the bank accounts. We have to take care that 
the auditor is independent of and unrelated to the parish officers and that they have 
had no connection with any payments which have been made within the accounting 
period.  Following approval of the accounts at this meeting, the paperwork will be 
sent to the external auditors. Once finalised, the accounts and auditor’s report will be 
posted on the website. All finance documents will be available for inspection for a 
period of 30 working days which will include the first 10 days working days of July. A 
notice will be posted on the noticeboard, as well as being available on the website. 
David Butcher and Julie Partridge will have hard copies. 
Turning to the asset register which is reviewed and updated on an annual basis by 
the officers of the meeting, this year on 10 April, new items added this year are the 
defibrillator and cabinet. 
We also complete a risk assessment annually, which, this year occurred on 10 April, 
the document has been sent to all villagers. 
Also, on 10 April the officers of the parish meeting approved the audit report. 
We are required to pay particular attention to the risks associated with our money 
and financial arrangements. The actions which we undertake to avoid or reduce risk 
include preparation of the budget for presentation to villagers during the November 
meeting when the precept is proposed and agreed. All expenditure is agreed by the 
Chairman and Finance Officer prior to being made. All expenditure over £200 is 
approved by the meeting. As you can see we hold significant reserves to cover any 
unexpected expenses. 
Approval of the report was proposed by John Ramsay and seconded by Andrew 
Brash.   
	
7.  Chairman's Report by David Butcher: 

The Report had been circulated before the meeting so the Chairman highlighted 
three items only 

Christmas Fair. Although still a long way off work on collecting stallholders normally 
starts around now. Without a volunteer to lead soon we will not have a Fair next 
Christmas 

Data Protection. An audit is planned in May to determine conformance 

Verge Maintenance. A Tender would be issued in early May 

 

8.  Reports from: 
Parochial Charity:  Alison Russell reported that the charity had covered visits to 
hospital, assistance to 2 university students, donation of a laptop and a contribution 



to the village defibrillator.  The balance remaining was £1,842.96 and she thanked 
Mark Keating for auditing the accounts. 
 PCC:  Alison Russell reported that Sir Gerald Howarth had been welcomed as a 
new member of the PCC. Diana Munday was now an honorary member. In the last 
year, a mahogany cupboard in which to store hymn books to protect them from bat 
droppings had been donated and installed by the North Porch entrance, a carpet had 
been laid in the choir stalls, and a pulley-system was installed in the North Porch to 
enable the door to close automatically against pigeons and doves, for which our 
thanks go to Bob Falconer.  Olga Lancaster was appointed as our Safeguarding 
Officer and all members were now required to undertake safeguarding training. The 
new Burse and Veil was dedicated in May.  10 new trestle tables were purchased. 
It had been hoped to submit a Faculty Application before the end of the year but this 
did not prove possible and the Application was finally submitted in February 2018. 
This is now restricted to interior changes only. Unfortunately, the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee needed more information, so this was discussed again in March. Even 
more unfortunately, David Knight, the organ specialist for the Church Building 
Council, wished to visit the church because of the importance of the organ, and this 
has been arranged for May 11 th, so we are still no further forward for permission to 
start the next stage of the re-ordering process. However, we are at the point at which 
the announcement of the work will be put up in the Church porch and the Village 
Notice Board. These have to be displayed for 28 days, and should arrive at the 
beginning of next week. We do have volunteers in place, to make applications for 
grants, and we have £50,000 of our own funds in readiness. With regard to heating, 
which will be installed alongside the main building work, radiant chandelier heaters 
were chosen for the new form of heating and a complete electrical  re-wiring will take 
place. 
£7,366 (our Diocesan Share) was spent in 2017 to provide Christian ministry for All 
Saints Church.  An outstanding profit of £10,390 was made at Open Gardens Day for 
the Fabric Fund, and an additional £4,453for the gardening charity Thrive, for which 
Edwina Brash and her team were accorded grateful thanks, together with the 
Hadleigh Choral Society who arranged a concert the evening before. 
In December the Christmas Fair, organised by Jayne Butcher for the final time, was 
held in the Church raising a profit of £2,931 for Fabric funds and we accord Jayne 
Butcher grateful thanks for all her hard work over the past few years.  The 
Remembrance Day Service in November raised £378.95 which was sent to the 
Royal British Legion, the Christingle service raised £78 in aid of The Children's 
Society.  This year’s Lent Lunch in the Village Hall raised £225 towards the Herne 
Hill branch of Citizen UK for the re-homing of a Syrian refugee family. We chose this, 
as Dain’s daughter is heavily involved in the organising.  A memorial service 
commemorating the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele was held in 
September and the collection raised of £100 was sent to Suffolk Regiment Museum.  
Other events in the Parish initiated by the PCC included an evening of Carol Singing 
at The Peacock. 
Throughout the year, parishioners have ensured that the Church was ready for 
worship and private contemplation, and the church remained open throughout each 
day. Our thanks go to all who have helped with flowers, cleaning, polishing brasses, 
ensuring that the linen was spotless, providing music, refreshments and many other 
things. The Visitors Book provides a testimony to the appreciation of our efforts.  



Alison stated that she would circulate an update of the Open Gardens status shortly 
but asked for people to submit their 'volunteers' tick lists' as soon as possible as 
otherwise it was difficult to know how many gardens would be open.  She asked 
people to take OG postcards to distribute.  
She informed the meeting of a proposed centenary celebration of the end of the 14-
18 war, with a display of WW1 artefacts, perhaps music and poetry of the period 
together with wine and canapes and she asked for other ideas and contributions for 
the evening. The artist Moya Quinn had agreed to design a '1918 stained glass 
window', and volunteers were required to help create it and to donate any spare 
tissue paper.   
Edwina Brash requested some action be taken on the bat problem in the church. 
 Village Hall Trust: Peter Kievenaar reported that there had been improvements in 
decorations and electrics and thanked Bob Falconer for his help.  Price per session 
had increased from £17.50 to £20 although use of the Hall, when available, was free 
to villagers.  The balance now stood at £10,313 and he thanked Geoff Lindsay-Smith 
for auditing the accounts. 
Playing-field Trust:  Philip Lancaster reported that Sarah Cullen and Jayne Butcher 
had resigned from the committee and it was proposed by Jayne Butcher and 
seconded by Bridget Ramsay that Paul Armitage be appointed.  The balance now 
stood at £11,600 and running costs were £900 pa.  Philip informed the meeting of a 
picnic proposed to take place in the Playing-field to celebrate the royal wedding on 
May 19th.  In addition he announced that the village sign needed pressure-washing 
and Andrew Brash agreed to help with this. 
 Woodland Charity:  Kit Bird reported that Roger Partridge had resigned and Mike 
Harvey had taken his place on the committee.  He thanked Angela Ellis for running 
the 100 Club, which provided the right level of income and stated that they were 
grateful to share the use of the Playing Field's mower and for help received in 
mowing woodland paths.  He thanked Bridget Ramsay for her wildflower survey, 
photos of which were on display in the woodland shelter.  He informed the meeting 
of a BBQ to take place in the Woodland around 29th September (TBC). 
9.  Speedwatch: Philip Lancaster reported that as 3 of the 7 volunteers were in full-
time employment more were required to reach the minimum of 6.  The Chairman 
said he would encourage more volunteers but if not enough were willing to assist we 
should abandon the speedgun approach.  A possible alternative in the form of fixed 
speed signs at a cost of £2,000 each was mooted.  After a discussion about road-
narrowing white lines (rejected in the past) Bridget Ramsay enquired as to the 
location of the mobile speed signs, which Peter Kievenaar stated he had in storage. 
 
10.  AOB:  Sandra Armitage stated that the unofficial noticeboard outside Weavers 
was in poor condition and enquired whether the village wanted to contribute towards 
its repair.  It was agreed  we needed to understand the cost to the Village as some 
doubts were expressed about whether it was required 
11. Date of next meeting: 

The next meeting will be held on Friday 16th November 2018 at 7.30 pm in the 
Village Hall. 


